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
Greetings fellow FCF members and Royal Rangers,
The buzz of a primitive campsite going up is amazing to hear and watch.  The ringing of fire irons being driven.  Skilled frontiersmen setting camp, the sound of nature and the shouting of orders – just like the days of old.  Men and boys working quickly and skillfully side-by-side, anticipating the coming weather.  After the shelters are up and the fires are a roaring you sit back and start filling up the lost time since the last meeting.  That’s FCF!

Later, while there is still some sunlight you hear ker-thund, and some whoopin and a hollerin.  The hawk competiton has un-officially begun.  Tha’is a getting ready and hoaning up on the skill needed to stick that hawk or knife.

Well, the  2016 Spring Trace is now over.  If you were not there we missed you and look forward to seeing you at the next one in the fall.  It was a wonderful time of fun and fellowship back in April of 1815.  One of our fellow commanders from Virginia said he had never seed roads so narrow that cows couldn’t pass.  
I was recently promoted into the FCF president position by our District Director Teddy Mullins.  I am humbled and honored to serve you in this capacity.  If you ever need anything please let me know….if I can help I will.  I am excited to tell you about a new tool available in our District, it is the Appalachian Rangers website.  Check it out at www.appalachianrangers.com.  I am working currently with Damien Hughes our District Communications Co-ordinater to get the FCF pages up and running.  The goal is to make this a useful resource for everything Appalachian District and Kanawha Chapter FCF. An information form is included with this letter….if you currently are an FCF member please take a few minutes to complete the form (word friendly) and email it back to me if you have not already given me one, so we can begin to update our FCF records.  
So what did you miss at Trace?  Well Friday night we had three and a half “Greenhorns” show up for The “Adventure” (one of’um wasn’t able to stay the night).  We separated them from the seasoned frontiersmen as the village was prepared.  Fer some reason they couldn’t talk… I guess they was just bashful.

After dinner was done and the village was presentable – The new candidates were lead into the camp through a “special” trail.  They was given several opportunities to back out but they decided to travel back in time to venture into an unknown outcome – they showed much courage.  I can’t really tell what all happened …. You’ll just have to come and see fer yourself when we have another adventure…….if’n your brave enough.
Our guest speaker had an unfortunate incident and wasn’t able to make it.  I had sent out some smoke signals for help and one of our own members Lou “Grey Feather” Ferguson rose up to the challenge and brought wonderful words of encouragement.  A blazing council fire, worshipping, Fun and fellowship with the Lord and brothers.  It gets no better on this side of heaven.
After council fire we settled in and had some special “guards” to protect us throughout the night from bears and such.  We was concerned on acout they wasn’t very protective lookin.  We told’em to scream real loud if’n they was getting ate so’s we could run.
So we did a head count the next morning and found we had everyone of the Kanawha Chapter or guests.  We had 7 members and 3 prospective members survive the night.   We had a special guest this year, about 25 yards back in the woods a mother Red Shoulder Hawk was a raisen her young ones (three of them).  I thought maybe “Ole Hawkeye” Fred Deaver himself had a come calling to look over us.  Anyway she kept a watch out to make sure we was a safe bunch and ment no harm to her and her young’uns.  God is so good the men and boys probable witnessed a once in a lifetime sight,  seeing her feed the little ones live and in person.
Well we feeded everyone breakfast….even them “greenhorns” (thars was a “special” breakfast) and began the Adventure.  How was that fry bread greenhorns? All of our members participated in teachin them “greenhorns” a thing or two cause we know’d they be a needing a good teachin before the day was done.  We had more fellowship and lunch so’s we was full before seeing if’n them “greenhorns” had paid attention.  It must’a been hotter than I thought cause the “greenhorns” was a sweatin real bad. They struggled mightily with membering their teachin but at the end of the afternoon they was successful and we did have three and a half new members. Welcome to Ashton Davis, Jordan Dye and Mike Midcap.  Oh the half is Joe Cheuvront who will be a completing the adventure in the near future (he had a work commitment so he wasn’t able to complete the skills test).
So’s now after we had new members we begun the fun for real and included the new ones.  We throwed down a blanket and dared all the members to place an FCF item on it and try to keep it.  All 10 frontiersmen took up the Challenge with throwin the Hawk and knife.  This is how they done from  1st place to HA! HA! HA! place.
	HAWK
	KNIFE

	Grey Feather – 1st Place
	Sitting Ram – 1st Place

	Tougher Than Woodpecker Lips
	      No Name 

	Sticks
	     Grey Feather

	Night Hawk
	     Night Hawk

	Sitting Ram
	     Quiet Rain

	Stick Shot
	     Tougher Than Woodpecker Lips

	Space Ham
	     Stick Shot

	Golden Vulture
	    Golden Vulture

	       Quiet Rain
	    Space Ham

	       No Name - HA! HA! HA! Place
	     Sticks – HA! HA! HA! Place


Them be purty funny names.  I wonder what that is about?  You might have to find out whose these guys are byes askin them especially that woodpecker lips feller.

Our current Scout is Nathan “No Name” Mullins and the Assistant Scout is Alex “Sitting Ram” Whitaker.  Wish these boys well as they help lead this chapter, we will have elections every two years, so next year is election year for you youngbucks.  Make sure you get an application before next Spring Trace (it will be available on the website shortly).  I also will be needun some other adult staff members – so if’n you be interested in helping lead our chapter send me a smoke signal.  I have openings for Vice-president / Scribe (treasurer) and historian (secretary) at this time.  Please pray about submitting your name, I will need your contact information before September 1st, 2016.
Sunday morning the camp was broken and the final touches were put on this years Spring Trace.  We ended with breakfast together and a sad heart to see the end come so soon.  We had a short devotion and shared Holy Communion as we closed and wished everyone God Speed until our roads cross again).  From the bottom of your District leadership’s heart….thank you commanders and boys for sharing this weekend.

Please note that I am still needing someone that is able to teach NRA or NMLRA black powder classes to certify those in our District that wish to shoot at FCF events.  If you are a certified instructor or a certified trainer please let me know so we can talk and schedule a class or classes as needed.  

Next FCF event for our Chapter will be the Fall Trace in October.  The current plan is to have it somewhere in southern WV.  The packet will be up on the website as soon as the location is nailed down.  It is going to be open to all leaders and boys of FCF age.  Please bring your leaders and boys not yet in FCF to experience a trace.  I will be depending on our members to give them a wonderful experience.  We will have our regular FCF events and competitions and “special” competitions for the non-members.  Non-members will camp together away from the FCF village, so we still have the frontier ambiance.  The fee for non-members will be reduced $5.00 off of the cost of the Trace.  Encourage them to bring a regular camping item to place on their “special” competition blanket.  Our guest speaker will be our National FCF President Paul Walters.
If you have any questions about FCF or need anything I can do to better serve you please let me know.  Email works best to get a hold of me and receive an answer.  I am excited to be assisting in leading this District and look forward to great movements of God during our times together.

In His Service – Golden Vulture
Dave “Golden Vulture” Holbert – Kanawha Chapter FCF President – 838 Garrison Lane, Waverly, WV 26184.  Email: daveholbert@frontier.com  Telephone home: 304 679-5514 / Work 304-580-7440.    
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